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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Deepwater Wind Block Island, LLC (Deepwater Wind) proposes to develop the Block Island Wind 
Farm (BIWF or Project), a 30 megawatt offshore wind farm located in state waters 
approximately 3 miles (mi) (4.8 kilometers [km]) southeast of Block Island, Rhode Island. The 
BIWF will consist of five 6 megawatt wind turbine generators (WTGs), a submarine cable 
interconnecting the WTGs (Inter-Array Cable), and a 34.5-kilovolt transmission cable from the 
northernmost WTG to an interconnection point on Block Island (Export Cable). Federal and State 
permit applications were submitted in 2012. 

1.1 Purpose and Need 

Deepwater Wind is committed to environmental due diligence and recognizes the need to 
assess potential impacts of the BIWF on birds and bats. This proposed monitoring plan is in 
response to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Rhode ls,land Coastal Resource 
Management Council (CRMC) recommendations. 

Potential impacts to bird and bat species were evaluated based on the pre-construction data 
collected during the BIWF Pre-Construction Avian and Bat Assessment, 2009-2011. The 
potential impacts of the BIWF may include: 

1. Construction

a. Direct habitat loss and change

b. Disturbance during construction

2. Operational

a. Collision during operation

b. Displacement of foraging birds during operation

c. Barrier effects on birds transiting or migrating through the area during

operation

The purpose of this document is to describe the proposed construction and post-construction 
monitoring (PCM) surveys for the BIWF, as well as to outline a process for data collection and 
analyses. The proposed survey methods in this document are consistent with similar monitoring 
survey protocols for offshore wind energy facilities in Europe (Maclean et al. 2009). 

Monitoring will include: 
• Construction Phase:

o pre-construction beached bird surveys on Block Island;
o bat acoustic monitoring during construction of the BIWF;

• Post Construction Phase:
o post-construction beached bird surveys on Block Island;
o visual observation surveys in and around the BIWF during operation; ·
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